
Intentions
Carnegie Mellon University to East Liberty



Samantha is a Fine Arts student at Carnegie Mellon University, 
located adjacent to Morewood Avenue. The greenery of the 
neighborhood is currently inspiring one of her projects; she is 
using the leaves that fall from the trees as her medium. The street 
is a pathway for students from the learning environment of the 
university to the off-campus dorms, where she lives. Her story is 
an example of the diverse and explorative community that the 
neighborhood offers. 



The different brands found on the 
trash on Morewood are all examples 
of brands that are marketed to a more 
affluent demographic. They have 
the ability to spend discretionary 
income on maintaining their quality 
of health and the aesthetics of their 
home. In keeping with their aesthetic 
consciousness, they package their 
trash in a neat, organized manner. 
The community is thoughtful about 
their waste and highly value how their 
neighborhood is perceived by others. 



Traveling down Morewood, there is a juxtaposition of historic 
and modern residencies.  The houses represent a blend between 
the values of the older homes and the cycling in of new people. 



The remnants of cobblestone combined with traditionally paved sidewalks represents the 
community’s inclination to preserve their history even as they modernize the neighborhood.



This professor from the University of Pittsburgh lives in the 
neighborhood surrounding Morewood Avenue. He spoke highly 

of the area, describing it as close-knit and friendly. 
Standing just outside of the synagogue, his opinions emphasize 
its cultural impact on the community.  The environment allows 

everyone to be able to make an effort to know each other, 
strengthening the unity between the neighbors. 



“I would live here if I could afford it,” says Mike about the 
affluent Morewood area. However, he is able to send his 

son to school at the Winchester Thurston School, which he 
believes to be the best educational system nearby. The school 
attracts people from other neighborhoods in Pittsburgh, who 

wish to give their children a better learning opportunity. 
Therefore, the community grows to accommodate more than 

just the people who live in it.





Jacquelyn is a senior at Oakland Catholic High 
School. She frequently passes through the intersection 
of Morewood Avenue and Centre Avenue in order 
to get from school to her mother’s workplace. Along 
the way, she passes a fairly new Whole Foods, that’s 
implementation causes her to feel more safe since it 
draws more people to the area. Yet, just in case, she 
always carries her phone.



The commercial development has 
resulted in extensive construction along 
Baum Boulevard. The developers hope 
to bring people in, not as residents, but 
as consumers, to the new businesses 
being put in. 



Joel and Stephanie have lived in the area for several 
years and feel that the community is moderately 
connected. Yet, the park acts as a gathering place for 
them to spend time with their daughter, Alexandria.



From his years working at the Whole Foods, Brandon 
has observed the way that Penn Circle has become 
dominated by commercial industry. East Liberty seems 
to be in a constant state of change.  The cost of living 
is rising, pushing out the people who had formerly 
inhabited this neighborhood. Though the area is no 
longer abandoned, it remains at an anxious pause, as 
it waits for more business and residents to move in.  
Brandon seemed unsure of what the future would hold: 
“It’s not bad or good, it’s changing.”



A woman who chose not to be photographed noted that she felt that the African 
American community was being pushed out to accommodate the growing industry. 
She commented, “You have to be stable to live here.” This is evident in the amount 
of people selling their homes due to rising housing costs. Additionally, high-
rise apartments have been torn down, while other residential structures, such as 
a structure she referred to as the “homicide house”, has been abandoned. The 
compromise of housing is caused by the commercialism that is consuming the area.



The yellow, plastic bumpers (pictured on the right) show an allocation 
of money to specific commercial developments.  Meanwhile, the 
money could have gone toward improving the sidewalk, a public 
structure used by the majority of the residents.  They are making 

improvements that would better accommodate the residents that the 
developers want to live there, rather than the ones that already do. 



Sharon has only lived in the area for a few months, but she has a positive 
attitude about the area. She describes it as “up and coming” and feels that 
it is a good place for young, working people and children. However, she 
is the type of person that is currently being marketed to by the commercial 
developers; they are interested in bringing a younger, more affluent 
demographic to the area. 



On East Liberty Boulevard, we find both the results of commercial 
development and the internal efforts of the area’s citizens. Josh, a 
part owner of this co-op garden, told us about their mission to live 
“intentionally and sustainably.” In other words, they are combating 
the rise of commercialism by creating a collaborative space for the 
community. By establishing this public space, they are creating an 
opportunity for the residents to become involved. Therefore, they are 
thinking about the existing inhabitants rather than following the angle 
that commercial developers are taking of pushing people out. 



These neighborhood kids spend their time working with the older 
demographic to help the area while learning about sustainable 
living and working to actively participate in the community.



“Living intentionally” was a phrase used a lot by 
the owners of the garden. It is interpreted as a way 
of life where materials are used completely and to 
their greatest benefit. They live in opposition to the 
commercial development in the way that they work 
for what already exists rather than trying to make 
something new. 



Once we reached Home Depot, we felt 
that we had found a symbol of the conflict 
within the community.  It represents the 
consumerist, commercial takeover that has 
been attempting to change the community.

The intention of this structure is to bring in a 
whole new demographic: one that does not 
exist in East Liberty.  A community is based 
on the location, environment and the people 
that live there.  The way these elements are 
combined together establishes or, in some 
cases like East Liberty, alters the purpose of 
the area.  

Just a street over, there is a garden working 
for the internal, existing community. Those 
involved recognize the value of what is 
already there.  Similarly, there are other 
neighborhoods along this journey that placed 
an emphasis on these values in a different 
way.  In time, each place evolves, redefining 
the purpose of living with an intention. 
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